






 

EBENEZER LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Council Minutes:   April 9, 2024 

 

Mission Statement:  The people of Ebenezer Lutheran Church are called to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to 
nourish our faith through worship, prayer, education and fellowship, and to touch the lives of others with God’s 
amazing grace! 

Present:  Chad Barr, Billy Buchanan - Asst Treasurer, Dave Franks, Joanne Groseclose, Ed Hagy, Paul Hagy, Susie 
Jennings,  Danny Slemp, Laurie Thompson - Secretary, Pastor Kayla Keilholtz 

Absent:  Zoey Karnes, Scott Trent - Vice Chair, Mike White 

 

Pastor Kayla opened the meeting at 7:00 in the church Fellowship Hall.  Susie Jennings provided the devotional.  Ed 
Hagy to provide devotions for the next meeting. 

The March council minutes were reviewed. A motion was made by Ed Hagy to approve the minutes; motion was 
seconded by Susie Jennings and the motion was carried. 

Billy Buchanan provided an overview of the financial report.  Susie Jennings made a motion to approve the 
assistant treasurer’s report; the motion was seconded by Danny Slemp and the motion carried.  Billy requested 
approval of the council to transfer $2385 from special accounts to pay the bill for the new toe mold in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Joanne Groseclose made a motion to approve this request; Susie Jennings seconded and the 
motion carried.  Laurie Thompson made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report; seconded by Ed Hagy and the 
motion carried. 

Billy Buchanan shared that the bank is wanting to close out the trust account that is used for the upkeep of Old 
Ebenezer.  An individual needs to be assigned as trustee and a new account would need to be opened for the 
upkeep of Old Ebenezer.  Action pending. 

 

Old Business 

Pastor Kayla referenced council’s motion from last meeting to reduce the church’s benevolence donation to Synod 
from $10,000 to $5,000.  John Wertz, Assistant to the Bishop, addressed this during his visit last Sunday.  He noted 
that the donation amount is each church’s decision and that a formula to determine donation amounts is no longer 
used by Synod.  Ebenezer plans to re-evaluate our benevolence giving at the end of the year.   

Discussion took place regarding the possible use of extra space downstairs in the church, noting some of Pastor 
Wertz’s comments as to how other churches are addressing the same issue. 

Pastor Kayla shared that a visitor to the church last Sunday reports to having experience in mason work and agreed 
to make repairs in this area at Ebenezer if the church purchases the supplies and equipment needed.  Following 
discussion where it was noted that the individual may only be in town for a brief period, it was decided that action 
on this issue would be delayed until further information could be obtained. 

 

 



 

 

New Business 

Pastor Kayla initiated discussion regarding when the announcements should take place during the worship service.  
Thoughts and options were presented.  Decision made to return announcements to beginning of service.  Pastor 
Kayla will announce the decision this Sunday with change taking place the following Sunday.  

Billy Buchanan asked about the status of a possible new sound system.  Pastor Kayla noted that JR Young has not 
responded to contact attempts and that she will reach out again. 

Pastor Kayla asked for volunteers to do “temple talks” during upcoming worship services.  Paul Hagy volunteered 
to provide a message on April 21 and Danny Slemp volunteered for May 19. 

 

Susie Jennings made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Billy Buchanan seconded and the motion carried.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 8:05, ending with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Laurie Thompson, Secretary 

 

 

 

Term Expirations: 

Jan. 2025:  Dave Franks, Joanne Groseclose, Danny Slemp, Laurie Thompson 

Jan. 2026:  Billy Buchanan, Ed Hagy, Paul Hagy, Susie Jennings 

Jan. 2027:  Chad Barr, Zoey Karnes, Scott Trent, Mike White 
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